
June 2, 2022 

Dearest Missionaries from St. John the Baptist, 

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 
witnesses…” (Acts 1:8). 

With these words our Lord departed from his disciples and was taken up to heaven.  These words 
are also addressed to you and to me.   We who have received the Holy Spirit and the power of the 
Spirit are called to be His witnesses.   Therefore, rightly you are called missionaries.    

I wanted to send you this message just days away from our first ever Mission Project. All of us 
have all worked so hard the last several months.   I want to first thank all of you.  Your 
willingness to serve has been such a hopeful encouragement to me personally.  You have no 
idea how grateful I am that the whole parish has embraced this and done what they can to 
support this endeavor.    Already your missionary spirit is producing great fruit.  I have been 
praying for all of you at every Mass the last few weeks.   Know that I appreciate your time, your 
talents and efforts, your treasure and sacrifices.   Our Blessed Lord will be very pleased with us 
for this and will show us that he is still the more generous when he showers us with his blessings.  

As we prepare to make our mission this weekend remember that we come in the name of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we come to “strengthen our brothers.” (Lk. 22:32).   Remember that each 
one of you is bringing Christ to others.  Every missionary, from those providing hospitality, 
serving food, cleaning the mission, singing at Mass, painting a building, visiting homes, 
catechetizing, or spending time in adoration and prayer, each one of you will be working for the 
same goal; to encourage our fellow Catholics, our brothers and sisters to live out their 
Catholic faith with great love and joy for the salvation of souls.    

In addition to encouraging them, we are also showing them that they too can be missionaries in 
their own community with the same spirit we are showing.   I urge you to show the charity, the 
patience, the generosity, and the goodness that I witness from you everyday at St. Johns. 

I encourage you to make use of this opportunity to enrich your own faith too, offer sacrifices (i.e. 
enduring the heat), spend time before the Blessed Sacrament, or other devotional prayers.   The 
rich fruits of a mission are abundant and all can receive so much from the Lord.  We priests will 
be offering confession throughout the day, you are all welcomed to make use of the Sacrament 
and take advantage of going at any time.   And of course you are all welcomed to the closing 
Mass at the end of the day.  I am especially grateful to Fr. Sam Medley who generously accepted 
our invitation to join us.     

Finally, much good will be accomplished through our efforts and the graces the Lord provides us.   
But when this happens the evil one is always prowling around looking to spoil the good we can 
do.   I urge you to pray these next few hours, attend Mass, adoration, offer a Rosary, pray on the 



way.   Consider this trip like a pilgrimage or a sacrificial offering.   Ask our Blessed Mother to 
join us and protect us.   Ask for the intercession of St. Bridget of Sweden and St. Agnes of Rome, 
patronesses of the Missions we are serving.   

God bless you all and thank you so much for all that you are doing.  May he shower you with an 
abundance of graces and keep you from the snares of the evil one. 

Our Lady, Mother of the Missions and Queen of Heaven, pray for us.  

Fr. Vásquez  


